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_——_MONG the antient Jews there 
were a fort of NaTURaL 
PHILOSOPHERS who are by 
the Rabbins called Sapientes In- 
quifitionis, or Sapientes Scrutationit, from 
their diligent Enquiry after natural Cau- 
ſes. Among deln we have a con- 

ſidetable Number who were no leſs care- 
ful in purſuing the fame Study}: but the 

Modern Chriſtians excell them both from 

better Opportunities they have in the nin | 
| provements of Learning. 


A 2 The 


no 4 * IR EY 
"us . e _ ( * * * _ 
1 a 1 * - d * 
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ed World. 


Ibe other. Day going .thro' amon 
the Bookſellers-Shops (as is my Cuſtom 


When 1 read in the News-Papers of any 


Book jusr Now PUBLISHED) I 


FEMALE PHYSICIAN, By John Mau- 


bray, M. D. I was mightily taken with it, 


becauſe the firſt Chapter treated of Gop. 
Now thought I, this certainly muſt be a 


good Book, and nothing but TRUTHH in 
it. I was ſoon undeceived, and found 
the common Proverb verified, that, In 
nomine Dei incipit omne malum. Being deſi- 
rous to be acquainted with the Author, I 
ſent a Letter by the Hands of Mr. Gilbert 


| Knowles; ſoon after you was fo kind as to 
pay me a Viſit, and deſired me to give ny 


Remarks on your Book, which I could 


not then do, having read little of it; but | 
afterwards going forward, till I came. to 
Page 375, I met with a ſtrange Paſlage 
concerning the DE SuyctR, which I ſhall | 
here CY 


give you my Thoughts freely of it, and 


ribe in your own Words, and 


refer them to the Judgment of the learn- 


That 


Aa 


" — Py 9 1 * 2 2 
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© That theſe Births in thoſe Parts are 
© often attended and accompanied with a 
© monſtrous little Animal, the likeſt of any 
Thing in Shape and Size to a Moodi- 
© warp, having a hook d Snout, fiery 
© ſparkling Eyes, a long round Neck, and 


© an acuminated ſhort Tail, of an extra- 


© ordinary agility of Feet. Ar firſt Sight 


© of the World's ww 7% it commonly yells 
© and ſhrieks fearfully, and ſeeking for 


© a lurking: Hole, runs up and down 


© like a little Dæmon; which indeed I 
took it for the firſt time I ſaw it, and 


© that for none of the betrer Sort, More- 
© over, n d FCG Wo; 

Ihe following accidental Paſlage is {6 
© remarkable, that I cannot pals it by, in 
© order to convince and ſatisfy others of 
© this admirable Truth; namely, that not 
© many Years ago, in coming from Ger- 
© many over Faſt and Weſt Frieſſand to 
Holland, I took Paſlage in the ordinary 


© Fare-Veſlel from the City of Harlingen 


© for Amſterdam, over what they call the 
* Zwyder Zee, which is commonly reck- 
© oned a Voyage of ten or twelve Hours, 

ae 5 © tho' 


(69 

© tho' at this time we happen d to be near 
« thirty {ix Hours on our Voyage. A- 

mongſt the better Sort of Paſſengers, 
v who poſſeſs d the Cabbin, there happen- 
< cd to be a Woman big with Child, of 
© a very creditable Aſpect, who afterwards 
© told me, that ſhe was bound for Am- 
© fierdam, on purpoſe to buy ſome Ne- 
© ceſlaries for her Lying: in at the eaſieſt 
© Rate. When in the interim the good 
« provident Woman was taken all at once 


aboard the Ship with a ſudden ſurprizing 


Labour; upon which Occaſion, in ſhort, 
I immediately lent her a helping Hand. 
Upon the Membranes giving way, the 
© forementioned Animal made its wonder- 
ful egreſs, filling my Ears with diſmal 


© Shrieks, and my Mind with greater Con- 


« fternation; when not immediately recol- 
lecting what I had either read or heard 
g of this Monſter, I couia ..2t help con- 
* tinuing in my Surprize, untill I heard 
* ſome of our accidental Company cal} 
it De Suyger, as they went about to kill 
© it; upon which I immediately laid the 
© Woman of a pretty plump Girl, who, 
PETR | not- 
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c notwithſtanding all this, had no Deformi- 
© ty, upon her, fave only many dark livid 
© Spots all over its Body, which J prog- 
© nolticated might turn to an univerſal 
© Scurf; in che mean time I arder'd the 
© expreſs d Oil of Almonds to be diligent- 
© ly uſed as ſoon as we landed. After- 


© wards 1 had occaſion to talk to ſome of 


* the moſt learned Men of the ſeveral U- 
© niverſities in theſe Provinces upon this 


Head, who ingenioully told me, that it 


5 was ſo common a thing among the ſea- 
5 faring and meaner ſort of People, that 
© ſcarce one of theſe Women in three eſ- 


© caped this kind of ſtrange Birth, which 
my own ſmall Practice among them af- 


© terwards confirm d, inſomuch, that I al- 
ways as much expected the Thing De 
© Suyger as the Child it ſelf; and belides 
© the Women in like manner make a ſui- 
© table Preparation to receive it warmly, 
and throw it into the Fire, holding Sheets 


© before the Chimney that it may not get . 


© off, as it always endeavours to fave it 


© {elf by getting into ſome Hole or Cor- 


ner. They properly call ai 


© 4 + 

© which is {in our Language) the Sucker, 
© becauſe like a Leech it ſucks up the In- 
©fant's Blood and Aliment. Upon this 

© Head, and to this Purpoſe, 1 might pro- 
© duce the Authorities of ſundry good 
Vriters, but ſhall content my fac here 
© at preſent with one of the ſame Nation, 
( vix.) the moſt learned and eminent Le- 
© vinus Lenmmius, who gives us a very re- 
© markable and particular Account at large 


© of a certain Birth which began with a 


© monſtrous Mole, ſucceeded by a Sucker, 
© and ended by a Production of an excar- 
© nificated Male-clald. "Theſe Things 
© being ſo, and proceeding merely from 


c the immaligss Reaſons above-mention 'd, 


250 ought to be a memorable Caution to all 


% 


© Parents, that in their Conjugal Duties 
< they behave themſelves orderly and de- 
5 a and not like inſatiable Brutes, 
©bur like rational Men, to the End that 
© their Families may be preſerv d, and 
© their Perſons ſucceeded, not by an op- 

© probrious Race, but by an un Ge- 
neration of hopeful Children; Men of 
Probity and Integrity both in Body and 


ba Mind: Now, 


1 

Now 5 Sir, leſt 1 ſhould 1 exceed the 
Bounds of a Letter, it's time for me to 
proceed to the Diſſection of this Animal. 
Firſt, you call it 4 monſtrour little Animal: 
Here you ſtumble in the very Threſhold; 
you ſhould have call d it a prodigious little 
Animal. This is clear from the Definitis 
on ofthe two Words; Monſtrous, i. e. What 


Thing ſoever is brought forth contrary of 


the common Degree and Order of Na- 
ture; lo we term that infant monſtraus, 


Which is born with one Arm alone, or 


with rwo Heads. Prodigious, is that which 


happens contrary to the whole Courſe of 
Nature, i. e. altogether different and diſ- 


ſenting from Nature, as if a Woman 
ſnould be delivered of a Snake, a Dog, 
or a Saotertin. You call it little, it muſt 
needs be ſo, becauſe there was a pretty 
1 to come after it; and if it 
ad been big, there had been no room 
for them both. You compare it to a 
Moodiwarp, the moſt part of your Engh/þ 
Readers will not know what you mean, 
a blind Story I fear. You ſay it yell'd and 
ſqueek'd fearfully, why did you not ſay 
r B * 


(10) | 

it poke too? which if it had, fare Had 
e en you to: publiſh ſuch ridiculous 
Nonſenſe to the World, and to propagate 
ſuch a notorious Lie to Poſterity. It 
ſeems you have forgotten What the Apo- 
ſtle fays, refuſe profane and old Wrues Fu. 
Vou fay it ſought a lurking Hole; well 
ir might, as bluſhing to be deſcribed in 
ſach a manner. You 
little Demon; it was well for the Woman 
ſhe was diſpoſſeſs d of ſo bad an Inhabi- 
tant. But, Sir, it ſeems to me you have 
tead' but little Divinity, elſe you would 
never diſtinguiſh Demons into great De- 
non and little Demons, You call it none 
of the beſt; here you are guilty of ano- 
ther Blunder, for no Demon is 
ydu had diſtinguiſhed Angels into 

and bad, you 124 done 2 — card 
of its extraordinary agility of Feet, which 


your own Eyes then inflam'd? you muſt 
needs know the Conditions of diſtinct 
Viſion; Firſt, The Organ muſt be well 
72 a diſpoſed. 


fay twas like a 


8 1 3 | Sf = _ , WY r & FY os, SY Pe "Y SS OR 


good: if 


encreales my Wonder; you talk of its 
Jparkling Eyes, were not the Arteries of 
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diſpoſed. Secondly, There mult, be a 


* 


due Diſtance. Thirdly, There muſt be 
a proper Medium. Pray, Sir, had you 


it in your Hand? did you contribute no- 
thing to its wonderful egreſs 2 had it Fea- 
thers, Scales or Hair upon it? I need not 
ask you if you had it by the Tail, for I 
ſuppoſe its Shortneſs would not let you 
hold it; yer methinks you might have 
held it by its hooked Snout, It's ſtrange 
to me that the Royal Academy of Scien- 


ces at Paris has not this Rarity. I went 


to the Royal Society in London to ask for 


it, an ingenious Member told me it was 


learned Men in Holland about it, ſo have 
1, and they all call it a vulgar Error. 
I have lately ſeen a Book of Ruyſchiur, 
call'd, Tyactatio Anatomica de Muſculo in 
* fundo uteri, page 16. Where he confeſ- 
* ſes, that _—_ two .Y.cars Practice 


in diſſecting diverle Bodies of Women 


in Holland, he never {aw this Animal. 
But e contrario, quando farmam Maſſe 
ex Secali campreſſa ſimilem adapte ſunt 


© boc evo pro Molis volantihus babemtur 
NATE + ml © (Jus 


Z < 12 ). 
© eu jus denominationes eue ac Re lationer 
© ſuperſlitiont ſuperſirufte ſunt, Ralle 
| * dilucidatione parum indigentes. 28 
1 have diſcourſed with the Dureh Mid- 
wives and Nurſes about this Animal, but 
they are all clear to give their Affidavits, 
Rt it has no Exiſtence in Nature, which 
brings me to the next thing I intended 
to prove, viz; that there is no ſuch Ani- 
mal in the World. I confeſs, Sir, I have 
undertaken a very difficult Task, ſeeing 
it is afirm'd by a Gentleman of + your 
Senſe and — and it is had for 
me to prove a Negative; for affirmanti 
incumbit probatio. For once I ſhall tranſ- 
greſs the Rules of Logick, and range my 
Thoughts (for Method s fake) into che 
e Order, 21 


2 


* I ſhall en Sans to prove e chat 
there never was ſuch an Animal f in 

the World. 24 * 
* — That God never made it. 
Thirdly, That the Devil cannot make it. 
bah That it is 1 Tropudence ro 1 

WS ert it. | | 

Wa: A ith A 


— AS 


Framer of all Things) muſt be the Ma- 


FF 
Hſebhyß, That it is Stupidity to be- 
. heve it. C Fanden IC, nr 
Sixthly, That it is a mere Fiction of 
pour own Braůn. 
Sewventhly, That it is contrary to the 
Opinion of the moſt learned Phy- 
ſicians and Philoſophers in our Days, 
- -- who maintain the Truth of Univo- 
cal Generation. | 00 


I ſhall join the firſt and ſecond Head 


together, becauſe of their near Connecti- 
on; for certainly if ever it had any Ex- 
iſtence in the World, God (who is the 


ker of it. We have a known Maxim, 
that Deus & Natura nihil faciunt fruſtra. 


Pray, Sir, where is the Uſe of this Ani- 


mal? Is it to ſuck up the Child's Aliment in 
the Womb, or to be catch'd and thrown 
into the Fire with Sheets before the Chimney 
as you relate it? God made every Thing af⸗ 

ter its Kind, Geneſ. i. 2 1. and ſaw that it 
was good, verſ. 22. and God bleſſed them. 
I'm ſure your Sooterkin is of no kind of A- 
mal, for if it is, it muſt of neceſſity be 
mn cither 


( t4 ) 


either Ouiparavs ot Vivigarous, Male or 


Female, or Hermaphrodite; it muſt needs 
have a Parent Animal, for Narthing can 
create or beget Nothing. This implies a 
Hontradiction, unleſs you ſet up for ſpon- 
Zameous Generation, and that there is ſuch 
a Bird as the Phænix. The ignorant Vul- 


Ser are certainly in the right, who aſcribe 
the Cauſe of this Animal to the Moon, 


for nothing but Lunacy can produce it. 
Af chere is any ſuch thing as equivocal 
Generation; Why not a Bird or a Man 
produced this way ſometimes? Why no 
new Species now and then? There muſt 
certainly be a pre-exiſtent Animalcule. 
I can't allow my ſelf to believe that the 
Stoves produced them, becauſe theſe are 
generally uſed in Churches, and the Mi- 
aiſters would forbid them. No Animal 


is bred of Corruption whatever be its Ni- 
dus. Hudibras was but in his Philoſo- 


¶ Does that which gave it Life devour. 
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I appeal to tender hearted and affectionate 
Mothers for the Proof of the major Pro- 


8 
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Animal be deſtroyed? When we kill our 
Bugs here, they return not again, but: 
your Sooterkin, returns often though it he 
burnt; if chey are ſo plenty as you ſay in 
Holland, that ſcarce one in three of che 
Sea-faring Men's Wives eſca having 
them, it were ood Dubai ans £0, 
be Sooterkin-Midwives, or Sooterkin Catch 
ers there. All the Creatures which God 
made were very good, but your Sooterkin 
15 not yery good, ergo God never made it; 
probatur minor. That is not very good that 


ſucks up the poor dear Infant s Blood and 


Aliment, but your Sooterkin ſucks up the 
poor dear Infant's Blood and Aliment, 
ergo your Sooterkin is not very good, Gen. 
i. 3 1. and God ſaw every thing that he 
had made, and behold, it Was very good | 


poſition. I appeal to your own Deſcrip- 
tion of this Animal for the Proof of the 


Minor, and (I hope) nay, I'm ſure, you 
can't deny the Concluſion. - The Dutch 


Mothers call their Children Sooterkints, i. e. 
315! I : a ſweet 
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a ſweet Child, but are Strangers to your 


De Suyger.” Having clear d this Point, 
the next is evident (w#z.) that if God has 
not made it, the Devil can t. Prov'd by 


_ this Syllogiſm, he that can't create a Fly 
cannot create # Sooterkin; but the Devil 
can't create a Fly, 
Svotertin. I prove | 
chat can create a Fly muſt be Omnipotent, 
but the Devil is not Omnipotent, ergo 


he cant create a Fly, far leſs a Sooterkin, 


with a hook d Snout, fiery ſparkJing Eyes, 
4 long round Neck, and an acuminated 
Mort Tail, with an extraordinary agility 
of Feet, & c. Poſſibly you'll object and 


ay, that the Devil made thoſe Lice and 


ſwarms of Flies and Frogs which were 


fent _ Egypt. I anſwer, he did no 


fach thing, but only deluded the Senſes, 


he being Prince of the Power of the Air 


his making, that it was ſome Ho 
Fairy or other ſent to affright you 


3 


"Gi he can't create a 
e Minor thus, he 
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of 
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reſt of the Paſſengers in the Veſſel. Evil 


Spirits can ſometimes turn themſelves into 
various Shapes and wondrous Forms; ſuch 
AS Serpents, Toads, O WIs, Lapwings, Crows, 
Ravens, Goats, Hogs, Dogs, Aſſes, Cats, 
Rats, Wolves, Bulls, Sooterkins. If the 


Devil can create one thing, why not ano- 


ther? why not Gold, Silver, and precious 


Stones? and if ſo, why are his Favourites 
ſo poor? I hope this is clear d up beyond 
all exception. I come to the next thing, 


which was to prove, 1 
That it is Impudence to aſſert it. 
But for brevity ſake, I ſhall join this and 


the following Head together, vuix. 


That it is Stupidity to believe it. 


Excuſe me, Sir, If I am unwilling to 
be impos'd upon in my Intellectuals by any 
Man's ares 40 i. e. ipſe dirit, be his Cha- 
racter what it will. Ariſtotle is my Friend. 


Plato is my Friend; but Truth is my greater 


Friend. I was once in Converſation with 
a Gentleman who boldly affirm'd, he could 
lift a Man's Shadow and put it in between 
the Sun and him. I paus da little, and con- 


ſider d this Aſſertion to be contrary to this 
eſtabliſn d Law of Nature, that if you place 


an 


5 (18) 

an Opake Body between a luminous Body 
and a plane, it will caſt a Shadow in a direct 
Line. I ask'd what he would have for this 


Performance. He told me, a Guinea. Hold, 


Sir, ſaid I, before I'll give you this, you'll 
be pleas'd to anſwer / me a few Queſtions. 


x. Can you ſtop the diurnal Rotation of 


the Earth upon its own Axis from Weſt to 


Eaſt? 2. Can you ſtop the Motion of the 


Earth round its own Orbit from Eaſt to 
Weſt? 3. Can you ſtop the Flux and Re- 
flux of the Sea? Can you make Iron, which 
is ſpecifically heavier than the Column of 
Water, on which you lay it, ſwim ? He an- 


{wered no, Sir, I cannot indeed. Then 
ſaid I, neither can you perform what you 


have undertaken: he that can alter one Law 
of Nature can alter all the Laws of Nature, 
therefore you cannot alter this. A very 
fine Gentleman who was in the Company, 
and had Univerſity-Education, was fo well 
pleas d with my way of Reaſoning, that 
they hiſs d the other to Scorn. Now, Sir, 
I'll make a very fair Bargain with vou, Il give 
you a Guinea for every Sooterkin you bring 
over from Holland, provided the Mother 
and Midwife ſhall atteſt it, and the Royal 
| S8cciety 
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Society in London ſhall be Judges whether 
tis the very Sooterkin or not. Never think 
to cram down my Throat ſuch a notorious 
Impoſture. To deal plainly with you, Sir, 
(for I hate Flattery) you ſay you could not 

_ paſs by this ſo remarkable and accidental a 

Paſſage in order to ſatisfy and convince o- 

thers of this admirable Truth; allow me to 

| inſpir d with che ſame Zeal for Truth as 

you are, and be not angry with me, tho I 
endeavour to ſatisfy and convince others of 
this admirable Falſhood. I appeal to your 

ſelf, if you would not call it impudence to 
affirm, that the Ravens bring forth their 
| Young at their Mouth, and the Meeſle 

propagates at the Ear; that the Male is chang- 
ed into the Female, and the Female b 
Male; that Moles are bred of the Earth, and 

y | Pipers out of Aſhes; that Lice are made of 

7, Sweat and Mites of old Cheeſe; that Waſps 

11 | are made of the Fleſh of Horſes and Bees are 

at made out of Rue; that Beetles are made out 

r, | of Cows Dung, and Scorpions out of Wood- 

e | Baſil, that Herbs are made out of Animals, 

18 and Animals out of Herbs; that Smallage and 

er | Aſparagus are made out of the Horn of a 

al | Stag or Roe-buck: Admirable Untruths! , 

978 gy G ſuch 
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declate chat it was not Vain- glory, Arro- 
gancy, or Preſumption, Envy or Prejudice 
at your Perſon that has put me upon wri- 
ting this Letter to you, but having apply- 
ed my Mind to the Study of Nature, and 


to the diligent ſearching into the Secrets 
thereof, I could not forbear ſending you 
my Remarks upon this Animal. Seeing 


you one Day upon Change, I told you 
I would print againſt it, and I expect your 


Anſwer ſo ſoon as your Conveniency will 


allow. hate all perſonal Reflections, and 


love dearly to keep cloſe to the Subject in 


hand. I regard not Mis dixit ſed Quid 
Diftumr, Who ſays it, but what is ſaid. 
The next Thing in order to be proved is. 
That it is a meer Fiction ofyour own Brain. 
It's hardly to be imagined that a Gentle- 
man of your Letters can be ignorant that 
the diffetent Ways of knowing the Exiſtence 


of any Being may be reduced to theſe Four, 


Perception, Judgment, Reaſon, and Senſation. 


You can never pretend to the three former 


of theſe, w hate ver Recourſe you may have 
to the laſt. Are you ſure, Sir, your Senſes 
were not deceived? Are you very ſure? I'll 
„ give 


f 


giue you five Experiments to prove that 
Men of the cleareſt; Heads, profoundeſt 
Judgments, readieſt Wit, deepeſt Under - 
ſtanding and brighteſt Parts may have their 
Senſes. deceived ſometimes: FHrſt, When 
they are dreaming, they very often hear Sounds 
and ſee Colours, tho in reality there is no „ 
ſuch thing. Pray, Sir, of what Colour was 

| 


this Sooterkin ? Was it black, or blue, or red, 

ot white, or green, or yellow, or a Mixture 
of all theſe, or was it {potted 2 Secondly, | 

Perſons in a Phrenzy, or a violent Fever, 
ſce things without them which really ate | 
not. Thirdly, Some Perſons often hear i 
ringing; of Bells in their Ears, or a certain 
Sound which they judge to be at a great 
diſtance, when the Cauſe of it is very near 

. themſelves, tho at. the ſame. time there 41s 

» no ſuch thing. | Fourthly,' Some Perſons. i- 

I» | magine, that a Candle or any other {mall 

e | Object at a diſtance appears double; this is 

„ | the Caſe of Men in Drink, or of thoſe who 

I preſs the Corner of their Eye with their 

r | Finger, ſo that then there will appear to be 

e two Objects. Are you very ſure there 

was but one Sooterkin ? Could not your 
ſmall Practice in thoſe Parts diſcover two at 
Ball os: a Birth ? 
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a Birth! ? what no Twih-Soorerkins as well 
as in other Animals? Pifthly, Some Perſons 
if they wink in the Dark with their Eyes 
upon | che Flanie of a Candle at a little dis- 
rance, they ſhall "imagine they ſee Rays of 
Pati whigli cem to Nivea From the Flame 
upwards arid" downwards in the Air, and 5 
yer'teally they are nothing Be ſo kind as 
to let me know, whether in the Night, or or 
by Day- light, you law this Soaterkin, then 
Eſhall be more "capable to judge. 1 look. 
upon your Footer lin to be of the ſame Spe- 
ciEs with Hikes! cer vue, ent rutionis, x Chimera, 
ander [ale% parte uli, "of can imaginary Ex- 
nc come now te the Jt Thing, 
Wielt is to Proves Thal ik is eontrary t 
the! eb 6 mot earned Phylici- 
th Philols hers in our Day s Who 
mafbtain therwüth of Univocal e 
WR: F:ſRofl# ſem partial and invidious, 
and ro have: #Deligh againſt you more than 
8 Aübther Man, I ſhall pur all the equi vocal 
Gentlemen arid Svortr in. Doctors together, 
ang. anſwer the 16th-after the fame 1 manner. 
Yout fitſt Patron is Hollerius, Ab. de Morb. 
cr cap. 1. tells us, that a certain Iralion, 
9 "equene fndlide to che Her b Baſil, 
113 18 | had 
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bad a Scorpi on bred in his Brain, which 


caus d long and vehement Pain; and at length 


Death. f Anatomy ſhews us no Paſlage up 
the Noſtril to the Brain. a 1 hope our Snuff 
takers will beware of this Herb as they would 


of a Scorpion. Perhaps it has gone down 


the Gullet into the Stomach, circulates with 


the Blood, reſted in the Brain as its proper 
Nidus together with your Sooterłkin. 


 Fernelius is another learned Man on your 
ſide, Who tells us of a certain Soldier who 
was flat noſed upon the too long Reſtraint 
of a certain fich 
of the Noſe, that there were generated two 
hairy Worms of the Bigneſs of one's Ein- 


y Matter that flow'd out 


ger, which at length made him mad. I 


went the other Day to ſee one of the learn- 


edeſt Men in this City, a great Naturaliſt, 
as well as a great Divine, and talk d ſeri- 
ouſly with him about this Soorerkin (for 


you muſt think) I have been at great Pains 
to find it out, and he told me there was 
no ſuch Animal, and none but a Madman 


would affirm it: I was truly afraid there was 


a ſtoppage of ſome certain filthy Matter in 
your Noſe which might occaſion this Phren- 
zy. Lewis Duret, alloa Man of great Learn- 


ing | 


hath — 
—— — 
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ing and Credit affirms he had come foreh 
with his Urine a quick Creature, of Colour 
Red, otherwiſe like in 
or Hog · louſe. Tou ſee, Sir, that Men bring 
forth Sooterkints as well as Women. Nicbo- 
laus Flor. God. Iib. 7. cap. 1 8. aſſirms, that 
monſtrous Creatures, of ſundry Forms, ate 
generated in the Wombs of Women, ſome- 
whiles alone, otherwhiles with a Mola, 
ſometimes with a Child naturally and well 


made, as Frogs, Toads, Serpents, Lizards; 


this may be true in a moral Senſe, but I'm 
fare it can never be true in a natural. Tou- 
vrrtus telleth there were two Italian Women 
brought forth each of them a monſtrous 
Birth; the one that marry d a Taylor, 
brought forth a thing ſo little, that it re- 
ſembled a Rat without a Tail, but the o- 
ther, a Gentle woman brought forth a lars 

er, for it was of the Bigneſs of a Cat, bo: 

of them were black, and as ſoon as the 

came out of the Womb, they ran up — 


their Nails. I can't ſhun making this Re- 
mark upon this wonderful Paſſage, that if 
theſe two Italian Women, the Taylors Wife 
and the Gentlewoman had been delivered 
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Shape to a Millepes . 


on the Wall and held faft thereon with 


te 
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at the ſame time in the ſame Room, the 
Gentlewoman's Cat had catch d the Tay- 
lors Wife's Rat, which would occaſion ſuch 
a yelling and ſqueeking, that would have 
fared the Spectators, as you was with 

your Sooterkin. As for Levinus Lenmius, 
he was a Collector of fabulous nonſenſical 

Stories. To all theſe learned Men, toge- 
ther with your ſelf, I prefer another learn- 
ed Man, who without Diſpute, is one of 
the-molt excellent Philoſophers in our Days, 
and Profeſſor of Ph—-k in a certain Col- 
lege of this City, who owns no ſuch Ani- 


mal as the Sooterkin. If it were above or 


within the Bowels of the Earth, he would 
have it among his valuable Collections, but 
he {mil'd at me when Iask d for it. Were 
there any Sooterbins before the Flood? or 
how were they preſerved 2 Can you not 
procure its Skeleton from one of your Cor- 


reſpondents? will you do nothing to fatis- 


fy and convince me of thisadmirable Truth? 
or ſhall I disbelieve it? You are pleaſed to 
tell us, chat theſe Births in thoſe Parts are 
often attended with this monſtrous little 


Animal: Why thoſe Parts more than any 


other Parts upon the Globe? Are there 
5 9 9 


(26) 
no French Sooterkins? no Spani ſh Sooterkins ? 
no Iriſh Sooterkins? no Scotch Sooterkins £ 
Strange! Why Holland ſhould be productive 
of theſe Animals more than any other Parr. 
As for England, I am ſure there is not one Soo- 
terlin in it all. Jam tired in purſuit of it, for 
I doubt it's got into its lurking Hole by 
reaſon of its extraordinary agility of Feet ; 
and there let it reſt till you can pull it out 
by its hooked Snout. f 4 U 
I hope the Ladies and Gentlewomen 
have received unſpeakable Advantage from 
your wonderful Medicines advertiſed in 
the Frecholder s- Journal, Wedneſday October 
11, 1722, Which 1 ſhall nb 
the Benefir of the Publick, and give you 
a few Remarks upon it. 7 11 HEATH 00 


ADVERTISEMENT. © 
Dr. Giovanni, by his Travels, Practice, 
and great Experience in Italy, France, Ger- 
many, Holland, &c. hath (in eſpecial man- 
ner) acquired the perfect Knowledge. © 
the Myſteries and Secrets of Nature in all 
Caſes of Indiſpoſitions and Diſtempers in 


1 woeYri 


cident to the Female Sex, young and old 
married and unmarried, Which (under God 
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he infallibly cures, denen Caſes of com- 


? mon Practice, G0. 

He rectifies arrenneſt it ag; . ren- 
rt. das the Party deficient, capable of Con- 
00- ception. 3 

for He immediately diſcoyers real Concep- 


by tion, and whether a Boy © ora Girl be con- 
etz ceived. 185 1 
but le gives moſt neceſſary Directions bor 
1 Women with Child, d due and ordi- 
gen nary way of living, government of Health 
om || in the firſt, :ſee6hd and laſt three Months 
in if of their Times, Ignorance whereof is the 
ober Loſs and Ruin of ſo many Women and 
for Children. s "4 
you He prevents Abortion or — De- 
whery in the moſt dangerous Caſes, and 
ſiresgthens the debilated or weakned Veſſels. 
I He alſo gives the Means to prevent as 
dice, well as to facilitate and caſe a difficult and 
Ger- hard Birth and Delivery. 
ay He's Maſter of many more, even of 
the greateſt Arcanums of Nature, and is 
to be ſpoke with at Mr. Arkins's at the 
Sign of the Boy and White Peruke, the ſe- 
cond Door on the right hand in A- 
6 20 Areet, from eight to eleven, and 
D 2 
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four to ſeven; and on previous Notice he 
attends any other Hour. And. 
February 6, 1722-3, you cauſed to be 
put into the ſaid Papers the following 
Advertiſement. | Nene 
Tho God and Nature have left no 
Malady without its proper Remedy for 
Cure; Men are left to ingenious ſcrutiny 
for diſcovery. .. As then the better Part of 
the World hath hitherto been at a Loſs for 
that valuable and comfortable Remedy 
which (out of Mercy) is provided for Wo- 
man in the Hour of her appointed Sorrow, 
Dr. Giovanni, (out of tender Regard to 
the Sex) gives Notice, that a certain 
imple Sympathetick Powder to be u- 
{ed in time of Labour for abating the 
Pains, - haſtning the Birth, and ſtrength- 
ning the Woman (both before and after 
Delivery) is to be had at Burton's Coffee- 
Houſe in King g. ſtreet St. James's, and at 
his own Lodgings (Mr. Anderſon's) in 
Neu: Caftle - Court, Butcher-row, without 
% | 

And for the Benefit of the Publick, that 
the Price may ſuit every Rank of People, 
it is fold for five Shillings a Paper, Sealed 
up with Printed Directions. N. B. 


E 
VN. B. The abovementioned Powder 0 
never yet fail d of anſwering its deſired Ef- 
fect in 50 above Caſes; and for a further 
Deſcription of it, refer to the Printed Di- 
rections, which my be had at the Places 
above. | 
February 3 phat. chis 3 
N. B. The Powder is ſealed up in ſuch 


Packets as may be conveyed by che Poſt to 


ww. F Part of the Country. 


REMARK $3 | 
Giovanni.) Is an Italian Word for John, 
is not this impoſing on the Vulgar, and 


making them think you are another 
Countryman than really you are? It is 


well known in London how that you are 
a Scotchman. Is not this enou gh to make 


all the Gentlemen of that Country ſuſ- 


pected of Falſhood? Is not this * 
tion with a witneſs? It ſeems your Pa- 
rents have not behaved themſelves orderly 
and decently in their Conjugal Duties ac- 
cording to your memorable Caution to 
others, like rational Men, that their Per- 
ſons may be ſucceeded not by an oppro- 


brious Race, but by an univocal Gene- 


2 rations 


ration (lor 


ſes.] 


1 
ou are of the equivocal Kind) 
by this Conduct 


and will find it hard Work 


to convince the World that you are a Man 


of Probity and Integrity boch of Body and 


Mind. 
REMARK l. N 
Acquired the perfect Know] edge of the 
Myſteries and Secrets of Nature in all Ca- 
May not you bluſh at this Aſſertion? 
Hippocrates himſelf was not fo happy. as 
Dr. Giovanni; (all Caſes) the beſt of our 
ee cannot lay ſo. 
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R E MARK II. 
Immediately diſcovers real Conception, 
10 whether a Boy or a Girl. J ou micht 
have ſaid, or Sooterkin. aan 


REMARK W. | 
—— of the greateſt Arcanums in Na- 
Looks not this like a Quack, and 


deen a regular 28 who never 


boaſts AI" his Line: 25 


"RE MA RR V. N 
nder Cod. ] Isnot this taking thi Name 
of God in vain, who will never concur 


with 


a r 1 OO Y __ 


J 
X 


Tex 


wich an ignorant Preſcription, and bleſs © . 7 


bly cures the Leproſy. I asked the Price, 


they told me a Crown; ſo I put the Crown F 
in another Man's Hand, to be given in 
caſe. of the Cure; no, he would not truſt 1 
that, he would have me to believe it in- 'Y 
fallible, though he did not believe it him- | 
ſelf. Implicit Faith will never go down | 
with me. | | 
REMARK VII. | 

For the Benefit of the Publick.] This is | 
pretended, but what is meant by it, I _— 
leave to others to judge. * 1 
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improper Means? If a Man ſhould pre- 
ſeribe corroſive Sublimate in a large Doſe 
inwardly, and fay, by God's Bleſſing, it 
would cure the Patient, would he not ö 
mock God ? Every Thing works accord- 
ing to Nature, and we are not to expect 

Miracles. | | 
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REMARK VI. 
Infallibly cures]-I went once to a Tur- 
ner's-ſhop near Fleet-ftreet, being directed 
thither by a Bill put in my Hand in the. 
Street to receive a Medicine which infalli- 


£ 
* 


— - — mag —— 
2 7 D 


1 8 be Be * 
7 I as 4 apt 


— —U U ———— — 


—— — 


— 
—— — ꝓF‚é— — — —ä—— — 


10 

1 
1 
1 
bk! 
1 
114 
Th | 
| F 
17.3 


9 77 N 
Z 0 
2 

— 
; 2 


5 
- 


„ n 
* * 4 2 


4 tits dtd 
* 


* 
4 r th * 


k 


- 


— 


mug - 4 4 
_— 
74 8 
. 


85 7 Barrentib, 1 This « ec nee 
ef renin you acceptable to the fair Set 
provided you can bring them into 4 firm 
what you lay. But w/ (Barenneſs 
itſelf:) in my Opinion Barenneſs it ſelf 
cannot be cured. Barenneſs may be cured, 
but what Gan a Man not do, who has ar- 
rived at Perfection, aud is Maſter of the 
yore Arcanums in Nature? ln 
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